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INTENT 
In accordance with Section 27 of the Local Government Finance Standard 1994 the Revenue Statement for 
a financial year must include the following information for the financial year:- 
 
a) an outline and explanation of the revenue raising measures adopted, including:- 

·  the rates and charges to be made and levied in the financial year; and 
·  the rebate discounts and concessions to be granted in the financial year. 
 

b) whether the local government has made a resolution limiting the increases in rates and charges; 
 
c) the extent to which physical and social infrastructure costs for new development are to be funded by 

charges for the development; 
 
d) whether the operating capability of the local government is to be maintained, increased or decreased and, 

if it is to be increased or decreased, the extent to which it is to be increased or decreased; and 
 
e) whether depreciation and other non-cash expenses are to be fully funded. 

 
 

PROVISIONS 
Legislative Requirements  
The Local Government Act 1993, Part 4, Section 518 requires that a local government must adopt, by 
resolution, for each financial year a budget for its operating fund and a revenue statement. 
 
Section 520A (1) requires that the Revenue Statement must comply with the Local Government Finance 
Standards (1994). The requirements of the Standards are indicated above.  
 
Section 520(3) of the Local Government Act 1993 requires that the Budget must be the basis on which rates 
are to be made and levied by the local government for the financial year. 
 
 
In order that Council complies with the requirements of the Finance Standards the following information is 
provided to indicate how the Johnstone Shire Council is complying with the Finance Standards: 
 
�  Rates and Charges to be made and levied for the 2007 – 2008 financial year; 
�  Any Concessions, Rebates and Discounts granted; 
�  Any limitations on increases in rates and charges; 
�  In each and every instance Council will be requiring the developer of new sub divisions to pay for the 

new physical and social infrastructure required to service that new development, 
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DIFFERENTIAL GENERAL RATES 
In accordance with Sections 965 and 966 of the Local Government Act (Making and levying rates and 
charges) Council resolves to make and levy a differential general rate for this financial year. 
 
The Johnstone Shire Council will use a system of differential general rating for 2007/2008.  A differential 
system of rates provides equity through recognising capacity to pay, level of services required, use of the 
property and the final impact on ratepayers.  These factors, along with the rateable value of the land, have 
been considered in determining the differential general rate. 
 
The rates in the dollar and minimum rates shown in Table 1 have achieved a net increase of 15% in Total 
Rate Revenue levied over the previous financial year. Council will not place a limit on the increases to 
individual ratepayers by applying capping or averaging. This increase in rates revenue will ensure that 
Council has sufficient funds to fully fund depreciation and thereby ensure that Council’s Capital Base is not 
being eroded. Also, Council will be able to maintain its operating capability and provide most if not all 
services at current service levels for the current year. For future years Council will have to review its 
operations and determine those services that are to continue and for those services that Council will 
continue to fund the level of service that will be provided.   
 
In accordance Part 3 of the Local Government Act (Categorisation of land for differential rating) and in 
particular with Section 977, 978 and 979 Council resolves that there will be (15) Fifteen differential rating 
categories. (excluding Deferred Categories).  The general rating categories and the relevant criteria are 
outlined in Table 1.   
 
In accordance with Section 978 of the Act (Identification of categories for parcels of land) Council has 
determined that all rateable parcels will be categorised by reference to the land use codes  and valuations as 
adopted by the Department of Natural Resources and Mines for formulating Local Authority unimproved 
valuations. 
 
A list of land use codes to be used within each category is set out in Schedule 1. 
 
Minimum General Rate 
The minimum General Rate will be based on what Council determines to be the minimal equitable 
contribution per property.  The minimum general rate that will apply to each category is shown in Table 1. 
 
Section 25 of the Valuation of Land Act 1944 
All rateable land which is classified under the Valuation of Land Act 1944, Section 25 (discounting for 
subdivided land) are exempt from the minimum general rate in accordance with Section 967 (4) of the Local 
Government Act 1993.   
 
Right to object against categorisation 
By Virtue of the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, you are hereby notified the following:- 

The Rating Categories adopted by Council have been determined by the Johnstone Shire Council, on the 
basis of criteria set by the Johnstone Shire Council.  If you consider that as of the date of issue of this notice, 
your land should have been included in another of the Categories listed (having regard to the criteria 
adopted by Johnstone Shire Council) you may object.  To seek a review of the Category ascribed to your 
property you should complete the appropriate form (copies available at the Shire Office).  The completed 
Notice of Objection should be lodged with or posted to the Johnstone Shire Council, PO Box 887, Innisfail. 

Please be advised that the only grounds for objection are that the land in question should have been 
included in some other Category having regard to the criteria adopted. 

The posting to or lodging of an Objection with the Johnstone Shire Council shall not interfere with or affect 
the levy and recovery of the Rates referred to in this Rate Notice; and  

In the event that the Johnstone Shire Council considers an objection and determines that the property should 
be included in another Category as of the Date of Issue of the Rate Notice, an adjustment of the amount of 
Rates levied or the amount of Rates paid (as the case may be) shall be made.
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Table 1 

Category 
Rate in the 

Dollar  Minimum Previous Category 
Residential 0 - 40,000 2.03775 $708.00 A, AA, B, BB, D, E, F, G, H 

Residential 40,001-100,000 1.12860 $850.00 A, AA, B, BB, D, E, F, G, H 

Residential 100,001-250,000 0.88825 $1,150.00 A, AA, B, BB, D, E, F, G, H 

Residential 250,001-500,000 0.72105 $2,190.00 A, AA, B, BB, D, E, F, G, H 

Residential 500,001-999,999,999 0.67925 $3,150.00 A, AA, B, BB, D, E, F, G, H 

        

Primary Production 4.09772 $708.00 C 

Multi Units 0-180,000 1.50520 $1,000.00 A, AA, B, BB, D, E, F, G, H 

Multi Units 180,001-999,999,999 1.05364 $2,800.00 A, AA, B, BB, D, E, F, G, H 

        

Commercial Industry 0-100,000 2.07375 $996.00 I, II, J, K, L, M 

Commercial Industry 100,001-300,000 2.41938 $1,350.00 I, II, J, K, L, M 

Commercial Industry 300,001- 500,000 20.73750 $46,678.00 I, II, J, K, L, M 

Commercial Industry 500,001–999,999,999 1.97500  $60,000.00 I, II, J, K, L, M 

Commercial Other 0-350,000 1.76985 $996.00 I, II, J, K, L, M 

Commercial Other 350,001 – 999,999,999 1.39725 $6,840.00 I, II, J, K, L, M 

Commercial Major Shopping Centre/s 2.79720 $6,500.00 I, II, J, K, L, M 
  
 
Residential properties are properties with a Primary Land Use codes registered as 01 Vacant Urban Land, 02 
Single Unit Dwelling, 04 Large Home site-vacant, 05 Large Home site-dwelling, 06 Outbuilding, 09 Group Title, 08 
Building Units, 72 Large Sub Division.  Group Title and Building Units are classified in this category except for when a lot 
on a plan created pursuant to the Body Corporate and Community Management Act is used for a non-residential 
purpose. 
 
Primary Production properties are properties with a Primary Land Use code 60 Sheep grazing - dry 
61 Breeding, 62 Not Allocated, 63 Not Allocated, 64 Breeding, 65 Breeding & Fattening, 66 Fattening, 67 Goats, 68 Milk 
– quota, 69 Milk - no quota, 70 Cream, 71 Oil seeds, 73 Grains, 74 Turf Farms, 75 Sugar Cane, 76 Tobacco, 77 Cotton, 
78 Rice, 79 Orchards, 80 Tropical Fruits, 81 Pineapples, 82 Vineyards, 83 Small Crops & fodder irrigated, 84 small 
crops & fodder non irrigation, 85 Pigs, 86 Horses, 87 Poultry, 88 Forestry & Logs, 89 Animal Special, 90 not allocated, 93 
Peanuts, 94 Vacant Rural Land (exc 1 & 4), 95 Reservoir, dam & bore 
 
Multi Unit properties are properties with a Primary Land Use code registered as 03 Multi Unit Dwelling (flats). 
 
Commercial Industry properties are properties with a Primary Land Use code registered as 28 Warehouse & 
Bulk Stores, 29 Transport terminal, 31 Oil depot & refinery, 32 Wharves, 33 Builders yard, contractors, sand & gravel, 34 
Cold Stores – ice works, 35 General Industry, 36 Light industry, 37 Noxious/ offensive industry (include abattoirs), 38 
Advertising-Hoarding, 39 Harbour Industries and 40 Extractive. 
 
Commercial Other properties are properties with a Primary Land Use code registered as 07 Guest house/private hotel, 
08 Building Units, 09 Group Title (Group Title and Building Units are classified in this category except for when a lot on a 
plan created pursuant to the Body Corporate and Community Management Act is used for a residential purpose),  
10 Combined multi dwelling & shops, 11 Shop single, 12 Shops -group (more than 6 shops), 13 Shopping group(2-6 
shops), 14 Shops - main retail (CBD), 15 Shops - second retail (fringe central  business presence of service industry),  
16 Drive in shopping centre, 17 Restaurant, 18 Special tourist attractions, 19 Skyways, 20 Marina, 21 Residential 
Institution (non medical care), 22 Car Parks, 23 Retail warehouse, 24 Sales area outdoors(dealers, boats, cars),  
25 Offices, 26 Funeral parlours, 27 Hospitals, Convents, Homes (medical care/private), 30 Service stations, 41 Child 
care ex kindergarten, 42 Hotel/Tavern, 43 Motel, 44 Nurseries (Plants), 45 Theatres and cinemas, 46 Drive in Theatre, 
47 Licensed club, 48 Sports clubs/Facilities, 49 Caravan Parks, 50 Other clubs (non business), 51 Religious, 52 
Cemeteries (include crematoria), 53 Not allocated, 54 State Govt, 55 Library, 56 Showgrounds, R/course, airfield, 57 
Parks and gardens, 58 Educational include kindergarten, 59 Public Schools/Local Government, 91 Transformers, 92 
Defence Force Establishment, 96 Public Hospital, 97 Welfare home/institutions, 98 Coding not relevant, 99 Community 
Protection Centre. 
 
Commercial Major Shopping Centres properties with land use code of 13 Shopping Group (2-6shops), 14 Shops – 
main retail (CBD), 15 Shops – second retail (fringe central business presence of service industry), 16 Drive in shopping 
centre in which the anchor tenants are a variety of department store/s and/or large grocery supermarket/s with major on-
site parking facilities and/or a multitude of shops/offices combined with a major on-site parking facilities. 
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ISSUE OF NOTICES 
In accordance with Section 1014 (Time within which rates must be paid), of the Local Government Act 1993 
states a Local Governments must decide the date by which each rate must be paid. 
 
Notices for the 2007/2008 financial year will be issued half-yearly with a discount period consisting of at least 
30 days after the notice has issued. The dates are set below: 
 
Rate Notices 
First Notice for the rating period 1st July 2007 to 31st December 2007:- 
Issue: 22nd August 2007   Due: 21st September 2007 
 
Second Notice for the rating period 1st January 2008 to 30th June 2008:- 
Issue: 8th February 2008  Due: 10th March 2008  
 
 
DISCOUNT 
In accordance with Section 1019 (Discount for Prompt Payment) of the Local Government Act 1993, Council 
resolves that a percentage discount of 10% will apply to General Rates only.  
 
The due date for payment and application of discount is defined as being (30) thirty days from the date of 
issue of the rates notice.  Discount is only allowed if at the time of payment all outstanding and current rates 
and charges are paid in full and are received in the Council Office on or before the close of business on the 
last day of the discount period as set out on the rates assessment notice. 
 
In addition to the allowance of discount on payments received on or before the last day of discount, discount 
will be allowed if the net amount stated on the rate assessment is paid under the following circumstances:- 

�  Where mail is received at any time after the first mail received on the morning of the first working 
day after the last day of discount, subject to the envelope clearly being post marked prior to the 
last day of discount as shown on the assessment notice.  Envelopes must be held by the records 
staff until such time as the external auditors approve their destruction.   

�  When the net rates are paid directly into Australia Post, the banking system or Bpay system on or 
before the last day of discount (proof required).   

�  Where a ratepayer has paid their account prior to the discount closing date but has short paid by 
$5.00 and under will still be entitled to their discount.   

 
Discount will not be allowed if payment is made by cheque and the cheque is subsequently dishonoured 
unless the rates are paid in full by alternate means within the discount period. 
 
Discount will not be allowed where a rate or charge has been purposely excluded from the payment or where 
the payment amount has been incorrectly written by cheque. 
 
 
INTEREST 
In accordance with Section 1018 (Overdue rates may bear interest) after the expiry of the 30 day discount 
period, rates are then classed as outstanding unless a ratepayer has entered into an arrangement to pay. 
 
Interest will be charged at the rate of 11% per annum calculated at compound interest at daily rests on all 
rates and charges which remain unpaid after the 30 day discount period and only if a ratepayer has not 
entered into an arrangement to pay. 
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REMISSION ON RATES – PENSION CONCESSION 
 
POLICY - Pension Concession Subsidy  
 
 

An eligible maximum rate pensioner may receive up to 50% remission off the general rates with a maximum 
of $350.00 per annum.   

 
 
NOT FOR PROFIT COMMUNITY GROUP EXEMPTIONS 
 
POLICY - Not for Profit  
 
 
 
WATER CHARGES 
 
POLICY - Utility Charge - Water  
 
The water access charge will be levied as follows:- 
 

�  Water Access – 20mm   $258.00 
�  Water Access - > 20mm  $498.00 
�  Water Access Unconnected - Vacant land charge  $258.00 
�  Water Access – Additional  $370.00 
 

This water consumption charge will be calculated using the following charges:- 
 

�  Water Usage – less than 550kl  $0.55 per kilolitre 
�  Water Usage – more than 550kl $1.10 per kilolitre 
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SEWERAGE SCHEME 
 
 
POLICY - Utility Charge - Sewerage  
 
 
INNISFAIL SEWERAGE 
A sewerage pedestal charge for all parcels in the declared sewerage precinct area to be charged subjected 
to conditions set out below:- 
 

�  Vacant allotments, parks or gardens Vacant charge per parcel 
�  Single Unit Dwelling Charge one Pedestal   
�  Multi Unit Dwellings Charge one Pedestal per dwelling 
�  All other Land use codes Charge per Pedestal * 

 
 
The sewerage charges are as follow:- 
 

�  Vacant $440.00 
�  Residential $525.00  
�  Commercial $525.00 
�  Per Pedestal $378.00 *  

 
*All additional pedestal for commercial properties are charged as 1 * Commercial and then all other pedestal 
are Per Pedestal. 
 
 
MISSION BEACH SEWERAGE 
A sewerage pedestal charge for all parcels in the declared sewered area to be charged subjected to 
conditions set out below:- 
 

�  Vacant allotments, parks or gardens Vacant charge per parcel 
�  Single Unit Dwelling Charge one Pedestal   
�  Multi Unit Dwellings Charge one Pedestal per dwelling 
�  All other Land use codes Charge per Pedestal * 

 
The sewerage charges are as follow:- 

�  Vacant $308.60 
�  Residential $514.32 
�  Commercial $514.32 
�  Per Pedestal $393.98 *  

 
*All additional pedestal for commercial properties are charged as 1 * Commercial and then all other pedestal 
are Per Pedestal. 
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GARBAGE COLLECTION CHARGE 
As per the Local Government Act 1993 Section 973 (1a) a Local Government may make and levy a utility 
charge on any land, whether vacant or occupied, and whether or not it is rateable land; or a structure. 
 
Garbage Collection charge are calculated at the full cost of providing such service in accordance with the 
requirements of Section 568 of the Act and Section 60 of the LGFS.  Cleansing charges incorporate the cost 
of the various services provided by the contractor, the cost of providing and maintaining and the cost of 
implementing waste management strategies. 
 
�  All properties with improvements in the defined collection area shall be provided with a garbage 

collection service.  Such service shall be available whether or not requested or required by the 
owner/occupier of the property. 

 
�  A service shall only be cancelled when the improvements on the property which warrant the service are 

removed from the property or demolished.  In the case of properties in the rural areas, Council’s 
Supervisor Health may approve the cancellation of a service upon the request of the property owner 
where the Supervisor is satisfied that the number of improved properties on the road does not warrant a 
service or where the property is located so that the collection vehicle would experience difficulty in 
turning to exit from the road or where the improvement is more than 100 meters from the road. 

 
 The garbage charges are as follow:- 
 

�  Garbage Collection - complied $244.00 per service 
�  Garbage Collection – Non complied $308.00 per service 

 
 
 
SEPARATE CHARGE 
 
 
Waste Management Charge 
Pursuant to Section 972 of the Local Government Act 1993, that a separate charge be levied on all rateable 
assessments for the purpose of maintaining Council’s two landfill sites. 
 

�  Waste Management $144.00 per assessment 
 
 
Separate Charge - Roads 
Pursuant to Section 972 of the Local Government Act 1993, that a separate charge be levied on all rateable 
assessments for the purpose of local road construction, road resealing and footpath/bikeway construction 
and sealing. 
 

�  Separate Charge – Roads $120.00 per assessment 
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SPECIAL CHARGES 
 
Flying Fish Point Rock Wall  
In accordance with Section 971 of the Local Government Act a special charge will be levied on the properties 
listed below for the purpose of raising funds to recoup the expenditure incurred by council for the works, the 
loan borrowed and interest on the loan. 
 
The levy will continue for each parcel of land for a period of ten years from 1st July 2001. 
(a)  The following allotments have been identified as land which will specially benefit from the facility of a 
rock wall, namely 
 

Lot No. Plan No  Parish 
61 F27024  Glady 
62 F27024  Glady 
63 F27024  Glady 
64 F27024  Glady 
65 F27024  Glady 
66 F27024  Glady  
67 F27024  Glady  
68 F27024  Glady 
69 F27024  Glady 
70 F27024  Glady 
71 F27024  Glady 
72 F27024  Glady 
74 F27024  Glady 
75 F27024  Glady 
 

That a special charge of $1000.00 per annum per parcel listed above be levied for the 2007/2008 rating 
year. 
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FUTURE RESOLUTIONS  
Council has adopted a ten year financial management plan that treats the Sewerage Program as a separate 
business unit.  This means that the revenue from the program must fund all maintenance, capital and loan 
repayments with no subsidisation from the remainder of Council to occur.  To achieve this, rate settings have 
been projected forward for ten years to ensure that the program is self funding.  Estimates of the rate 
settings for the first five years of the plan are set out below:- 
 
Proposed Innisfail Sewerage Charges 
 
 Vacant Residential Commercial Per Pedestal 

2007/2008 $440.00 $525.00 $525.00 $378.00 
2008/2009 $466.00 $556.50 $556.50 $411.80 
2009/2010 $494.00 $590.00 $590.00 $448.40 
2010/2011 $523.50 $625.40 $625.40 $475.30 
2011/2012 $555.00 $663.00 $663.00 $504.00 

 
Proposed Mission Beach Sewerage Charges 
 
 Vacant Residential Commercial Per Pedestal 

2007/2008 $308.60 $514.32 $514.32 $393.98 
2008/2009 $309.29 $545.18 $545.18 $417.62 
2009/2010 $327.12 $577.90 $577.90 $442.68 
2010/2011 $346.75 $612.57 $612.57 $469.24 
2011/2012 $367.56 $649.32 $649.32 $497.39 

 
Council has adopted a ten year financial management plan that treats the Waste Management Program as a 
separate business unit.  This means that the revenue from the program must fund all maintenance, capital 
and loan repayments with no subsidisation from the remainder of Council to occur.  To achieve this, rate 
settings have been projected forward for ten years to ensure that the program is self funding. Estimates of 
the rate settings for the first five years of the plan are set out below:- 
 
Proposed Garbage Collection and Waste Management Charges 
 
 Garbage Collection - 

Separated 
Garbage Collection 

- Unseparated 
Waste Management 

2007/2008 $244.00 $308.00 $144.00 
2008/2009 $259.00 $326.50 $153.00 
2009/2010 $274.00 $346.10 $162.00 
2010/2011 $290.00 $367.00 $172.00 
2011/2012 $307.40 $389.00 $182.00 

 
Council has adopted a ten year financial management plan that treats the Water Supply Program as a 
separate business unit. This means that the revenue from the program must fund all maintenance, capital 
and loan repayments with no subsidisation from the remainder of Council to occur.  To achieve this, rate 
settings have been projected forward for ten years to ensure that the program is self funding.  . Estimates of 
the rate settings for the first five years of the plan are set out below:- 
 
Proposed Water Supply Charges 
 
 Water Supply 

<20mm 
Water Supply 

>20mm 
Unconnected Additional 

2007/2008 $258.00 $498.00 $258.00 $330.00 
2008/2009 $274.00 $528.00 $274.00 $350.00 
2009/2010 $290.00 $560.00 $290.00 $371.00 
2010/2011 $307.40 $593.60 $307.40 $394.00 
2011/2012 $326.00 $629.00 $326.00 $418.00 
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SCHEDULE 1 - LAND USE CODES 
ONS FROM GENER GES 

URBAN LAND USE INDUSTRIAL DAIRY CATTLE 

   
01 Vacant Urban Land 35 General Industry 68 Milk - quota 
 36 Light industry 69 Milk - no quota 

RESIDENTIAL 37 Noxious/ offensive industry 70 Cream 

 (include abattoirs)  

02 Single Unit Dwelling 38 Advertising-Hoarding AGRICULTURAL 

03 Multi Unit Dwelling (flats) 39 Harbour Industries 71 Oil seeds 
04 Large Homesite-vacant 40 Extractive  72 Large Sub Division 
05 Large Homesite-dwelling  73 Grains 

06 Outbuilding SPECIAL USES 74 Turf Farms 

07 Guest house/private hotel  75 Sugar Cane 
08 Building Units (primary use only) 41 Child care ex k©garten 76 Tobacco 
09 Group Title (primary use only) 42 Hotel/Tavern 77 Cotton 
 43 Motel 78 Rice 
 44 Nurseries (Plants) 79 Orchards 
 45 Theatres and cinemas 80 Tropical Fruits 

RETAIL BUSINESS/COMMERCIAL 46 Drive in Theatre 81 Pineapples 

 47 Licensed club 82 Vineyards 
10 Combined multi dwg & shops 48 Sportsclubs/Facilities 83 Small Crops & fodder 
11 Shop single 49 Caravan Parks  irrigated 
12 Shops -group (more than 6 shops) 50 Other clubs (non business) 84 small crops & fodder 

13 Shopping group(2-6 shops) SPECIAL USES non irrigation 

14 Shops - main retail (CBD)   
15 Shops - second retail (fringe central  51 Religious  

business presence of service industry) 52 Cemeteries (include crematoria) OTHER RURAL USES 

16 Drive in shopping centre 53 Not allocated  
17 Restaurant 54 State Govt 85 Pigs 
18 Special tourist attractions 55 Library 86 Horses 
19 Skyways 56 Showgrnds, R/course, airfield 87 Poultry 
20 Marina 57 Parks and gardens 88 Forestry & Logs 
21 Residential Institution (non medical care) 58 Educational include k©garten 89 Animal Special 
22 Car Parks 59 public Schools/Local Government 90 not allocated 
23 Retail warehouse  91 Transformers 

24 Sales area outdoors(dealers,boats,cars)  92 Defence Force Estab 

25 Offices SHEEP GRAZING 93 Peanuts 

26 Funeral parlours  94 Vacant Rural Land (exc 1 & 4) 

27 Hospitals, Conv, Homes 60 Sheep grazing - dry 95 Reservoir, dam & bore 
(medical care/private) 61 Breeding  
 62 Not Allocated  

 63 Not Allocated GENERAL 

TRANSPORT & STORAGE   

 CATTLE GRAZING 96 Public Hospital 

28 W©house & Bulk Stores  97 Welfare home/institutions 
29 Transport terminal 64 Breeding 98 Coding not relevant 
30 Service stations 65 Breeding & Fattening 99 Community Protection Ctre 
31 Oil depot & refinery 66 Fattening  
32 Wharves 67 Goats  
33 Builders yard, contractors, sand & gravel   
34 Cold Stores – ice works   

   

 


